Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Mar. 3

persons undermining democratic processes
or institutions in Zimbabwe is to continue
in effect beyond March 6, 2005. The most
recent notice continuing this emergency was
published in the Federal Register on March
5, 2004 (69 FR 10313).

The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions has not been resolved. These
actions and policies pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency blocking
the property of persons undermining demo-
cratic processes or institutions in Zimbabwe
and to maintain in force the sanctions to re-
spond to this threat.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 2, 2005.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Supplemental Budget Requests for
the Legislative Branch and the
Judicial Branch for Fiscal Year 2005

March 2, 2005

Dear Mr. Speaker:

As a matter of comity, I am transmitting
to the Congress, without modification, the
enclosed requested amounts from the Legis-
lative Branch and the Judicial Branch for FY
2005.

The details of these requests are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Interdiction of Aircraft Engaged in
Illicit Drug Trafficking

March 2, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with the authorities relating to
official immunity in the interdiction of air-
craft engaged in illicit drug trafficking (Pub-
lic Law 107-108, 22 U.S.C. 2291-4), and in
order to keep the Congress fully informed,
I am providing a report prepared by my Ad-
ministration. This report includes matters re-
lating to the interdiction of aircraft engaged
in illicit drug trafficking.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 2, 2005.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for Michael Chertoff as Secretary of
Homeland Security

March 3, 2005

I'm pleased to be here at the Department
of Homeland Security with our new Sec-
retary, Michael Chertoff. And I'm honored
to share this moment with Meryl and their
children.

This is the third time, not the first or sec-
ond but the third time that I've asked Mike
to serve our Nation. I keep asking him back
for a reason: He is a talented public servant,
with an outstanding record of achievement
and a deep commitment to the cause of jus-
tice. As a Federal court of appeals judge, As-
sistant Attorney General, U.S. Attorney, and
Federal prosecutor, Mike has worked tire-
lessly to make our people safer and our Na-
tion more secure. And now he will carry on
that vital work as the Secretary of Homeland
Security.

I appreciate Michael’s in-laws for being
here. Always a good thing, Mike—[laugh-
ter]—to listen to your mother-in-law.
[Laughter]

I thank Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, not
only for being here to administer the oath
of office but for serving our Nation with such
class and such dignity. I want to thank the
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Members of the United States Senate, Sen-
ator Lautenberg and Senator Corzine from
New Jersey, for being here, and thank you
for helping shepherd this good man’s nomi-
nation through the Senate. I want to thank
all the Members of the House of Representa-
tives who are here, and there is a lot from
New Jersey that have joined us. I want to
thank the members of my Cabinet who are
here, and former members of my Cabinet.
And T want to thank the employees of the
Department of Homeland Security. You have
got a great boss.

Since September the 11th, 2001, we have
taken unprecedented steps to protect the
American people. We have assembled a
strong coalition of nations to secure our re-
spective countries. We have closed down ter-
rorists’ networks and chased down their lead-
ers in mountains and deserts around the
world. We've removed two dangerous re-
gimes that harbored terrorists and threat-
ened the peace. We convinced a third to vol-
untarily abandon its nuclear and chemical
weapons programs. We have broken up the
world’s most dangerous nuclear trading net-
work and busted up terrorist cells around the
globe.

We have been relentless and we will con-
tinue to be relentless in our mission to secure
the people of this country. From Florida to
California to Massachusetts, we have ar-
rested and prosecuted terrorist operatives
and their supporters. By our actions, we are
sending the world a clear message that ter-
rorists will not be permitted sanctuary or safe
haven or the tools of mass murder.

As we have taken the battle to the enemy,
we have also taken extraordinary measures
to better protect the homeland. We've car-
ried out the largest reorganization of Govern-
ment in a half century, merging 180,000 peo-
ple from 22 Government organizations into
a single Department with a single mission,
protecting America from attack. The success
of the men and women of the Department
of Homeland Security do not always make
the headlines. But I understand what you've
done, and I appreciate your hard work. By
your tireless efforts behind the scenes, you
have helped protect our citizens and secure
our Nation, and this country is grateful for

all you do.
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In the last 2 years, this Department has
implemented a vigorous new strategy to
guard our borders, posting Homeland Secu-
rity personnel at foreign ports, strengthening
airport and seaport security, and instituting
better visa screening for those entering the
United States. We've taken important steps
to protect our Nation’s critical infrastructure,
our bridges and tunnels and nuclear power-
plants and water treatment facilities and the
cyber networks that keep our Government
and our economy running.

This Department has also taken action to
strengthen the hand of our partners in State
and local law enforcement. Local police and
other authorities are those most likely to en-
counter terrorists, and we're giving them the
tools and information they need to do their
jobs. We've established secure connections
to emergency operations centers in every
State and every Governor’s office to ensure
that they get threat information on a real-
time basis. We've helped States establish mu-
tual aid agreements and reasonable response
plans, so that when first-responders need
help from their neighbors, they can be sure
the right assistance will get to the right peo-
ple at the right time.

We've provided more than $14 billion over
the last 4 years to train and equip State and
local first-responders across America, funds
for mobile command centers, communica-
tions equipment, mobile decontamination
equipment, HAZMAT trucks, mobile WMD
detection equipment, and other capabilities
they need to protect our citizens and our
communities. Since 2001, we’ve trained
more than 600,000 first-responders and more
than tripled spending on homeland security.
And all of you in this Department and the
Members of the Congress can be proud of
the accomplishments and the progress we
have made.

You have done all this and more under
the skilled leadership of Tom Ridge. Tom
is a longtime friend, and I thank him for his
leadership and his dedicated service to our
country.

And I have found an able successor in
Mike Chertoff. As the 9/11 Commission said
in its report, America is safer because of your
efforts, but we are not yet safe. Mike
Chertoff knows we cannot afford to become
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complacent. He understands that as we adapt
our defenses, the terrorists will adapt their
tactics in response. He understands they con-
tinue to pose a great threat to the American
people.

Recently, we learned that Usama bin
Laden has urged the terrorist Zarqawi to
form a group to conduct attacks outside Iraq,
including here in the United States. We're
on a constant hunt for bin Laden. We're
keeping the pressure on him, keeping him
in hiding. And today, Zarqawi understands
that coalition and Iraqi troops are on a con-
stant hunt for him as well. Coalition and Iraqi
forces have caught and killed several of his
key lieutenants. We’re working every day and
night to dismantle his network and to bring
him to justice.

Bin Laden’s message is a telling reminder
that Al Qaida still hopes to attack us on our
own soil. Stopping them is the greatest chal-
lenge of our day. And under Mike’s leader-
ship, we will do everything in our power to
meet that challenge. Mike is wise, and he
is tough—in a good way. [Laughter] And he
knows the nature of the enemy. As head of
the Criminal Division at the Department of
Justice, Mike helped trace the September
11th attacks to the Al Qaida network. And
it didn’t take him very long to do so. He un-
derstands that the terrorists are brutal and
determined and that to stop them, all our
agencies must work more closely together
using every resource and technological ad-
vantage we have.

I have given Mike an ambitious agenda to
carry out. We will continue to work to fully
integrate the agencies within the Homeland
Security Department. We will build on the
progress that has been made. We will con-
tinue working to reduce our Nation’s
vulnerabilities and prepare effective re-
sponses for any future attack. We will speed
the development of new 21st century vac-
cines and treatments to protect Americans
against biological, chemical, nuclear, and ra-
diological attacks. We will continue our his-
toric investments in homeland security to
match the threats facing our country. We will
protect the American people from new dan-
gers while protecting their civil liberties.

Mike understands that we need to work
closely with State and local officials because
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he has shared their vantage point. Like men
and women who wear our Nation’s uniform
on distant battlefields, those who wear the
uniform here at home risk their lives every
day to protect our people. By their service
and sacrifice, our police, our firefighters, and
emergency rescue personnel are making the
homeland safer. And our Nation must con-
stantly thank them for their work.

Mike is the right person to lead this De-
partment in this vital work. He knows that
to win the war on terror abroad, we always
must remember where it began, here in the
homeland. He will be an outstanding Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. Mike, thank
you for willing—for your willingness to serve
our Nation once again. God bless.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:25 a.m. at the
Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade
Center. In his remarks, he referred to Meryl
Chertoff, wife of Secretary Chertoff; Usama bin
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion; and senior Al Qaida associate Abu Musab
Al Zargawi. He also referred to the National Com-
mission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United
States (9/11 Commission). The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Secretary Chertoff.

Remarks at the Central Intelligence
Agency and an Exchange With
Reporters in Langley, Virginia

March 3, 2005

The President. 1 want to thank Director
Goss for his hospitality. It was such a pleas-
ure to come out and see hundreds of folks
who work here at the Central Intelligence
Agency.

I came for a couple of reasons. One, I
wanted to assure the people here that their
contribution was incredibly vital to the secu-
rity of the United States and that, together,
we've achieved a lot in securing this country.
There’s a lot of really incredibly bright, capa-
ble, hard-working, dedicated Americans who
work in this building. So my first mission was
to thank them.

And the second thing was to explain that
the reforms that welll be implementing
through the good graces of Ambassador



